Appendix Two: Summary of Tunbridge Wells Borough Council Leisure 


    Services Provision

The Borough Council currently provides the following range of services:

Allotments

Allotments are provided at a range of sites in Royal Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall.

Arts Development

The Arts Development Service provides free advice and information on arts-related matters for those who are involved or would like to be involved in the arts. It provides up to date listings of voluntary and professional arts organisations in the Borough via the website.  The Council is a member of the West Kent Arts Partnership which runs Blingin’ (youth arts projects) and Making It which is a craft project aimed at young parents.  It also manages a free visual arts network known as Portfolio.

The Service organises activities for young people during the Easter and Summer holidays and funds Applause, a rural touring scheme operating across West Kent.  The Borough Council funds Trinity Theatre and Arts Centre in Tunbridge Wells.

Assembly Hall Theatre

The Assembly Hall Theatre is a recently refurbished civic venue situated in the town centre.  It offers a wide and varied programme including nationally and internationally recognised ballet and opera, popular and classical music for people of all ages, West End shows as well as shows for children and traditional family pantomime.  The theatre also offers free workshops (related to the programme) to schools and works with sponsors to offer free tickets to school groups.  It seats almost 1,000 people or seats can be removed to create a large space for events, fairs, community functions and exhibitions.  The theatre has two bars (one non-smoking) and a restaurant area. 

Cranbrook Museum

The Cranbrook Museum is housed in a 15th century former rectory and displays over 5000 exhibits on Cranbrook and the surrounding district.  The Museum has a growing archive available for local history research and is set in a spacious cottage garden.  It is run by volunteers and housed in a building owned by the Borough Council.

Events

Leisure Services manage a series of events for the residents of the Borough.  These currently include Cricket Week, held at the Nevill Cricket Ground in the early summer; Pantiles Open Air Art Exhibition which takes place in June; Christmas on the Pantiles which takes place in December; Thursday night Jazz concerts on the Pantiles during August; Town Bands on Sunday afternoons on the Pantiles during June and July and the first Tunbridge Wells Mela which took place in September 2006 on the Pantiles.  The service also takes responsibility for one-off events such as the Golden Jubilee, the Millennium, the 400th Anniversary of Royal Tunbridge Wells and Tour de France. 

Grants 

The Voluntary Organisations Revenue Grant Scheme is open to all voluntary organisations to apply for funds towards activities which increase leisure opportunities for people in the Borough.  A simple application form, criteria and guidelines are available on request.  All grant applicants are required to demonstrate how projects will comply with the grant scheme criteria.

Holiday Activities for Young People

Every year the Service organises a varied programme of sports and arts activities for young people during the Easter and Summer holidays.  The programme caters for a wide range of interests, all ages and abilities and is held at numerous venues across the Borough, including Sports Centres, Museums, local schools, recreation grounds and village halls.

Outdoor Sports Facilities

The town’s parks and recreation grounds provide facilities for a range of acitivities including tennis, basketball and bowls.  There are also 5 playing field sites across the town that can be hired by local sports clubs and a floodlit artificial grass pitch.  The Parks Service also manages the Nevill Ground, where County Cricket Week events take place, as well as Kent Premier League cricket throughout the season.

Parks and Play Areas

The Service manages a variety of parks and open spaces in Royal Tunbridge Wells.  There are five historic parks in the town: Dunorlan Park, Calverley Grounds, St. John’s Recreation Ground, Grosvenor Recreation Ground and The Grove, as well as a number of local parks, play areas and open spaces.   Dunorlan Park and Calverley Grounds host a number of events throughout the year.   There are cafes at Dunorlan Park and Calverley Grounds.

The Parks Service works closely with local community groups and Friends groups to develop facilities and meet local needs.  The Parks Service also works with schools: two ‘community playgrounds’ at St. John’s and St. Mark’s Primary Schools are used by local residents outside school hours.

Sports Centres  

The Service provides three sports centres across the borough (Tunbridge Wells Sports Centre, the Weald Sports Centre at Cranbrook and Putlands Sports and Leisure Centre at Paddock Wood) run by Fusion-Lifestyles and has invested in a fourth sports centre at the Tunbridge Wells High School.  The three centres offer a wide range of activities appealing to all ages and abilities.  Tunbridge Wells Sports Centre boasts a diving pool (with facilities for synchronised diving) and an indoor tennis centre.   

Sports Development

The Sports Development Service provides free advice and information on sports related matters as well as organising a number of sporting activities and events throughout the year.  The service delivers national Sports Development initiatives such as Whole Sport Plans at the local level and organises Easter and Summer holidays activities for children and young people.

Information on local sports clubs is available as is advice on opportunities for funding including Council grants for sporting provision.  The service also administers the Go!Card scheme which provides reduced fees at local sports centres for those on low income.

The Sports Development Service works closely with local clubs and schools organising competitions for the local Primary Schools and promoting the benefits of sport to the local community.  It also hosts the annual Junior Sports Achievement Awards ceremony that celebrates sporting achievements of the Borough’s young sports stars.

Strategy and Development

The strategy and development section carries out the strategic work of the service:  it represents the service on the Safety partnerships, undertakes reviews of services and works with other partners to plan ahead in particular with the Leisure Forum.  Current projects include the emerging Play Strategy, Parks Management Plans and liaising with the Leisure Forum to develop the Leisure Chapter of the Community Plan.

Tunbridge Wells Museum and Art Gallery

The Museum, which shares a premises with Tunbridge Wells Library, has several collections of national significance (Tunbridge ware, costume, dolls and toys) and a Gallery that hosts frequently changing exhibitions and workshops and events for all ages.  The Museum has an extensive outreach programme working with schools, care homes, community groups and taking events out into the Royal Tunbridge Wells Parks and on to Tunbridge Wells and Rusthall Commons.  

Woodlands

The Service manages six areas of woodland on the outskirts of the town.

