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DuN RLAN
PARK NEWS

VOLUNTEERS IN DUNORLAN PARK

WORKING IN THE PARK WITH THE KENT HIGH WEALD PROJECT

On Wednesday 13 “June a diverse group of people were to be seen bent double in the
overgrown "wetlands# area of the Park, just above the upper pond, attracting strange looks
and stranger comments from many passers by &&&&

Turnto page 2 for an explanation................
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To explain : Robin Christie adds

Nick Robinson of Kent High Weald Project This was, for me, an immensely satisfying $ and

(KHWP), the leader of the group, writes : memorable, as the nettle rash stayed with me for a
' ' ' couple of days after! $ morning !s work. Many hands

made relatively light work of a substantial area of
"weed # to make room for the new plugs which had
taken well after just a few days. It was good to meet a
number of KHWP !s regular volunteers and thanks must
also go to Friends Sallie Gook and Diane Coleman (
the latter all the way from Hastings for the day !) for
their efforts. A Vice-Chair of The Friends was seenin the
vicinity at one stage  $ but obviously thought better of
entering the nettle beds  $ probably sensible as he was
wearing the omnipresent shorts and sandals !!

"The background is that KHWP were approached by
the Borough Council to work with the Head Gardener
(Tony Ewins) on ways to increase the biodiversity and
wildlife value at Dunorlan. We surveyed three areas
identified by Tony to see what they already had, and
this survey plus recommendations for future
improvements were presented to TWBC.

Wednesday 13th June was the first day for us to start
implementing some of these recommendations.

Subsequent to this day we arranged to meet again
with Nick $ and Jason Adams $ of KHWP, as well as
Tony Ewins, to get a better understanding of their
wider recommendations. These cover a whole range

of possible "activities # $more clearance and planting
work, further surveying in the Park, developing
educational packs etc etc $ some of which have
already been programmed with TWBC to be
progressed over the next couple of years. The Friends
will, however, be looking at how they can help to
implement several more of the recommendations
both by personal involvementin similar working parties
and also, because funding is, as always, part of the
problem, to work with KHWP to interpose our
(charitable) organisation in seeking grants from
various pots of funding that are known to be available

for this sort of ecological project.

We had around a dozen volunteers involved on the
day, including FODP and other locals, as well as Tony
and staff and KHWP staff. The job started with clearing
invasive vegetation in and around the boggy area,
mostly nettles and willowherb (hard work on a hot day
with all the nettle stings!) Once the area was cleared
we randomly planted wildflower plugs (from local
seed) to attract new species of birds, butterflies,
insects etc. The species included Ragged Robin,
Meadowsweet, Purple Loosestrife, Cuckoo Flower,
Marsh Marigold and Spearwort.

| personally really enjoyed the day, meeting new
volunteers and working on a new site for me. The
feedback from everyone else has been very positive

aswell.#

At the heart of any organisation such as ours are the %olunteers !. The Friends of
Dunorlan Park have a wonderful core of volunteers who give to the Friends - and
thus to anyone who uses Dunorlan Park - their time, energy, enthusiasm,
expertise, advice, muscle power.... In fact you name it they give it. However
from time to time the %ore ! of volunteers can become a jot overloaded,
sometimes maybe even a jot jaded !! It would be great if a few more of the
Friends! membership could come forward and lend a hand now and then -
please think about it. There are all sorts of ways you can help: helping to seek
grants from funding sources as Robin notes above; helping with keeping the
web site up to date; helping working parties in the park; helping Tony Ewins with
some of his projects; helping Valerie Storey in distributing the Newsletter; helping
with event organisation..... Just to name a few !!! And of course, we yearn for
some new committee members to come forward - the committee meetings
really are jolly stimulating and exciting and productive and are truly worth
coming to often with the added bonus of a good glass of wine and nibbles !!
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UPDATE FROM TUNBRIDGE WELLS BOROUGH COUNCIL

The exciting news is that Dunorlan Park has again been awarded Green Heritage and Green Flag status in
2007. It!s widely accepted that to be vibrant and successful, a park must have a Friends group and it!s
certainly an important criteria for the Civic Trustls Green Flag judges. Once again the Friends! Committee
enthusiastically demonstrated "community engagement! and, more importantly, a string of achievements to
impress the judges. Tony too wowed the judges with lots of practical examples of volunteer projects. Here!s
just a selection of recent successes:

. Improvements to the meadow areas , including volunteer activities courtesy of the Friends and a
developing Orchid Meadow area, guided by the Kent High Weald Project

Six new benches donated in the last six months (bringing the total to 45). Spaces for further benches
in Dunorlan are now very limited as there is a limit to the number of benches that will fit successfully into the
landscape

Tonyl!s excellent work in encouraging volunteers and fostering interest in horticulture is raising standards
across the town. Lizzie, a keen Dunorlan volunteer, has now joined English Landscapes and is based in
Calverley Grounds. This is exactly what the Heritage Lottery Fund sought to achieve by ensuring a
dedicated Head Gardener was appointed in Dunorlan.

Lawson Howle has now joined Tony!s team. Lawson!s recently moved to Tunbridge Wells and he too is very
enthusiastic about pursuing a career in horticulture and will benefit greatly from Tony!s support and
knowledge. Do go and say hello when you!re nextin the park.

Asecond National Gold Green Apple Award , this year for the Victoria Cross Grove project. Watch for the new
trophy to arrive in the café shortly.

The new overflow car park is being opened up when there is pressure on the main Halls Hole Road car park.
A careful balance is being struck to provide additional parking whilst keeping the grass healthy and green in
the new area. Some additional hawthorns will be planted to help screen the parked cars.

Monitoring of the inside of the Grecian Temple is progressing. Keen-eyed visitors may have spotted some
small wooden dowels inserted in the interior walls. These are changed on a monthly basis and help the
experts measure progress on the moisture levels in the walls. It is hoped that the repainting of the interior
design cantake place later in the year, subject to conditions being right.

s
We noticed

Himalayan | A SNIPPET
Balsam is
establishing in a

couple of areas | SUNRISE SENIOR LIVINGave been

around the upper very quiet over the last few months, however
pond - this may they have now lodged another appeal against
TWBCs refusal of their second application. |
have spoken to Phil Brogan, their %R man who
o assures us (again) that this appeal is merely a
but it is very mechanism to keep the applications alive. He
invasive and | also advised that they are currently working on
should really be a third scheme which he hopes will take on

look pretty when
it is in flower,

removed before board our concerns ! WATCH THIS
itsets seed. SPACE FOLKS!!
Ed
\ %
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VIEW FROM THE CHAIR BY RUTH BAKER

There are two excellent pieces of news to report. The firstis the award of the national Green Flag for the second year
running. This places our park among the best green spaces in England and Wales. Valerie and I, from your committee,
were invited to walk round with the judges on inspection day. It was clear to us, as they lost all count of time, looking
into every corner of the park, that they were very impressed. We were able to show them the unusual bullace tree
which Richard identified (and saved from the axe at the time of restoration). Having seen Richard!s article in the last
newsletter, Ken Spooner, one of our members, mentioned the tree to his son in America, who looked it up on the
internet and found several pages of information including colour photographs, which we were able to give to the judges.
So the fame of the park has even reached across the Atlantic !

The second cause of celebration is that, at last, our memorial summerhouse to Peter Reynolds, our founder, has begun

to take shape and by the time you read this will probably be finished. We are thrilled with the result of Robin Is labours
(little short of Herculean) in taking charge of the project through to completion. We do thank him for staying with it

and finding Kevin to build it for us so expertly. Diana too persuaded 3D Architecture in association with DHP
Architects to kindly draw up the plans for us. However it would have stayed as just a great idea, but for the generosity

of Maureen, Peter Is wife, and their family, who came forward with half the cost. | think you will all agree that it was

well worth doing and worth waiting for; we think Peter would have approved. We delayed our usual summer picnic in
order to combine it with an informal opening ceremony to which you are all invited, on Saturday 22 of September at
noon. We hope that everyone will have returned from summer holidays by then.

One further thought on holidays, do not be tempted abroad to winter sun in February 2008. We hope to have a good
display of our snowdrops for you in the park, but also our friend Kay Keeton, from Sheffield Botanic Gardens is coming
to give us atalk on Robert Marnock, the original designer of Dunorlan Park.

A word of thanks to Norman, Robin and Diana for organising the Friends  !outing to Highgrove so smoothly. Inevitably
some of our people were disappointed - we needed twice the number of places that we were allotted. We know the
ropes now and if any of them are willing to wait, | am willing to help out with another application.

Finally - one good thing which has come out of the recent heavy rain we have had - the cascade looked wonderful when |
visited the park today with water roaring over the rocks and also flowing around the stepping stones in the lower pond.

The cascade in full spate and water flowing
round the stepping stones in the lower pond - a
relatively rare event this summer because the
pond is leaking and water levels have been
very low. See Tony Ewins report later.
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OUR ANNUAL DAWN CHORUS WALK - THIS YEAR AN INTREPID GROUP !l

On a morning preceded by heavy, thundery rain
with more of the same threatening, six hardy souls
arrived at Halls Hole Road car park at 5.00 am for
the Dawn Chorus Walk. Another heavy shower did
not dampen their optimism as we set off in the poor
light hoping that at least some birds would be
encouraged to sing as the morning wore on.
Although we did have one more bout of rain, the
sun did appear and eventually we managed to
hear and/or see some 30 different species,
together with a number of tame farmyard ducks
and geese on the lake. | have listed below those
species and can only marvel at the dedication
shown by those who joined me in the less than
satisfactory conditions. Thank you all for your
enthusiasm and hopefully, one day, we will be
blessed be a warm, sunny and still morning for the

event.

Species List: Our thanks again to
Greylag goose Canada goose Barnacle goose Mallard Brian, now an
Mandarin duck Moorhen Wood pigeon Collared dove Honorary Member of
Pied wagtail Dupnock Robin Blaqkbird the Friends, for his
So_ng thrush Mistle thrush Blackqap _ Wh|te_throat boundless knowledge,
Chiffchaff Goldcrest Long-tailed tit Great tit thusi q
Blue tit Coal tit Nuthatch Treecreeper enthu s ! a.S m a. n
Wren Magpie Carrion crow Starling generosity in leading
Chaffinch Greenfinch this annual event.

VIEW FROM UNDER THE CHAIR BY RICHARD GOSLING

This rant comes with a health warning !! 1 know itis one point of view and | have asked Diana Lamb to balance it

up. | am concerned that we should not encourage a %irtual reality ! attitude to Dunorlan Park, and | put the
bookcase in the caf b that people can read about the park and study its management in situ, rather than in

a library or on the Internet. | think the proposal to perform open-air opera here with microphones is an insult to

the singers of the past who performed without cheating. |was pleased to see that the Primary School braved

the rain last week to come round the park, because inreality itisn Italways a sunny day.

In this connection, | was not happy about a giant TV screen in the park for the Tour de France. To me the whole
point of the day was the build-up of expectation, of being surprised by the various floats and the brief glimpse
ofthese international stars as they flashed by. The giant screen, it seems to me, gave a completely false picture
of whatle Touris really like to the spectators lining the route. Now tell me that | 'mwrong!

Finally, the walk round the park with Tony Ewins on the 13 July was not well advertised, and we need to put our
heads together and decide whose job it is to announce these half-and-half Friends and Parks events. In any
event, it proved to be a lovely warm, if overcast, day for the five or six of us, and without realising it we spent
almost two hours sauntering around the lake and admiring the plants. The surprising showpiece was a variety
of privet which was fragrant and showy, although the humble Buddleia pushed it close. |was inspired (?) by
the walk to count the number of trees and shrubs | could see without getting out of my car in the Pembury Road
car park - I counted 23 in all - can anyone beat that ?

SNIPPETETTE !
Dunorlan Park is on WIKIPEDIA !
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OUR TRIP TO HIGHGROVE HOUSE GARDENS

Our trip to Highgrove was an event which | for one will remember with pleasure for many years. Itis a remarkable
garden reflecting the passions and tastes of a remarkable Prince. The weather was unsettled, but it did not rain on us
and we had a delightful guide to take us round the garden. The garden tours are almost entirely manned by volunteers
and clearly highly organised, with each group !s progress from arrival, through the gardens, to afternoon tea and
browsing in the shop timed to the minute.

| could write pages about the garden, but as most of us came away with the official guide which is stuffed with
information | shall record here the high spots for me. The Wildflower meadow was a delight and | (in a professional
capacity) was interested to hear how it was established and managed; | loved the Thyme walk with the avenue of golden
yews clipped into fantastical shapes and the huge terracotta jars, and although the azaleas in the Azalea Walk were
almost over | was greatly moved by the beautiful memorial sculpture of Tigga, the Prince Is much-loved Jack Russell
terrier set in the wall. The walled garden was wonderful with its mixture of fruit and vegetables and ornamental
flowers and shrubs - the very special microclimate associated with walled gardens was immediately evident as we
entered into a palpably warmer environment !! Entering the fern and hosta Stumpery was like entering another world,

one almost expected woodland sprites and imps to emerge from the lush damp foliage - a strange place containing a new
national collection of Hostas. | was less enthusiastic about some of the structures and artifacts dotted around the
garden (of which there seemed to be many) - some were really quite odd, 'spooky!almost! Towards the end of our walk
we stopped beneath the great cedar tree at the back of Highgrove House, tragically it is nearly at the end of it s life
and I would be surprised if it is not felled over the coming or following winter.

Prince Charles!s stated aim in the gardeniis ...... #o try to enhance the setting of the house in the landscape and, above
all, to please the eye, to warm the heartand to feed the soul.  # Well he certainly achieved that to my eye.
DianaLamb

A GROUP PHOTOGRAPH !l

Outside the Orchard Room where we had our tea and (delicious Dutchy)
biscuits
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REPORT FROM TONY EWINS OUR HEAD GARDENER

This year so far in Dunorlan park has seen a few changes, firstly in the staffing where Mike has put up his feet and
retired. Mike who had been here as Park keeper for near ten years and built up very good relationships with dog
walkers and general visitors and worked hard to keep the park in good order. We also saw Paul leave to start up his
own landscape business, Paul was a good member of our team and worked well in the ornamental area, we wish
him our best for the future. We do have two new members to our team, Tony (yes another) who has worked on the
contract for many years and has great quality, especially in turf culture, we will be working together to re-vamp the
putting green. Lawson is our newest member to the team, he has only recently come into horticulture and is very
keento learn the trade and help in keeping Dunorlan lovely for the future. Come and say hello to them.

Although the year has been dogged with rain, rain and more rain and its raining now, it has been of great benefit to
keeping lake levels high and to all plants and there growth. The park has still had many visitors enjoying the park in
rain or sun, especially the floral display this April-May which was superb, the Wisteria on the Terrace was fantastic,
the rhododendrons and azaleas were full of flower, along with some of our small trees, Styrax japonica and Halesia
carolina. Our terrace bedding is starting to look good, a little more sun would help, this year we have planted
Heliotrope marine in the centre(scented) Nemesia aromatica (scented)major planting and a border of Cineraria
silver leaf.

We had three good projects started this year, part of our wild flower corridor was started with the help of Kent high
weald group and volunteers, the bog area above the top pond was becoming full of stinging nettles, thistles and
rose bay willow herb. These were thinned out and we then re-planted with eight different native species of bog
plants, this will give diversity of both flora and fauna and beauty for the future. Our second project was to clean off
the largest island on the large lake, the island had become a poor area for the aquatic birds to nest on. With the
help of a Bishop Boscum and his volunteer Mormons. We spent a grand day clearing all the old dead timber off the
island and moving top soil from our spoil heap to put on the island, this has given the birds a nicer area to be on and
nest. We are hoping to get some nest boxes for the birds so if anyone out there is a keen on helping build any,
please getintouch.

Our third project is the summerhouse which is being builtin memory of Peter Reynolds down near our cascade pool
area, this will be a real asset to this area and give people a lovely place to sit and enjoy this peaceful, restful spot.
Keeping to this area, you will have seen the small pool quite low in this year water level and no water running over
the stepping stones. We are still finding problems with leaks in the lower pool near the stepping stones, we have
been successful in blocking some leaks the last couple of years with clay and are at present waiting for some more
clay to block the current leak. We hope to do some additional planting this autumn around the summerhouse area

of shrubs to add scent, flower and interest.

We hope you enjoy your visits to Dunorlan park and along the way learn a little about the history of this historic
landscape and its future.

Happy days - Tony Ewins
Just a reminder from Tony

We are still hoping to do some autumn bulb planting, if
anyone would like to help in buying and planting,
please getintouch laterinthe year. Thank you.

Wants list. Narcissus poeticus
Narcissus pseudonarcissus
Crocus tommasinianus
Anemone nemorosa
Fritillaria meleagris
Cyclamen coum
Cyclamen hederifolia

And a list of Bog plants planted in 2007 NOT A HUGE SEVERED ELEPHANTS FOOT !!
NO - this is the stump of our poor deceased
Monkey Puzzle. We think thatitis a sculptural
elementin the long border acting as a reminder

Ragged robin = Lychnis flos-cucli
Devils bit scabious = Succisa pratensis
Lesser spearwort = Ranuculus flammula

Purple loosestrife = Lythrum salicaria of past glories ! So we persuaded TWBC to
Lady !'s smock = Cardamine pratensis retain it rather than grinding it out having
Marsh marigold = Caltha palustris taken advice from Philip Clarkson Webb on
Meadowsweet = Filipendula ulmaria whether retaining it might encourage disease.

Wild angelica = Angelica sylvestris
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| thought I !d just do a little piece on some of our birds
which have caught my eye recently.

Joy of joys - | was leaning on the railings above the
cascade last weekend when a glorious iridescent
jewel of turquoise and orange beauty whizzed past
rightin front of me - Akingfisher!

A few months ago | saw a family of herons circling
above the park near the fountain, two adults and two
smaller young ones. Since then | have noticed that a
young heron has taken to perching on the semi-
submerged branch in the upper pond - it sits very still
pretendingit !snotthere when people are around, and
when they have gone he gets back to the business of
preening and fishing. However at the moment the
branch is almost totally submerged so he is perching
elsewhere, and | was lucky enough to snap him
communing with a duck onthe boat house jetty !!

Also on the boathouse | caught two gulls Yoafing !
around on the ridge - believe it or not Yoafing ! is the
technical term for birds perching on roofs or wires like
this!!

Ed.

BIRDS IN THE PARK
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TOUR DE FRANCE day Here is the big

screenin the park. As | walked round at 8.30am on the

big day the park was buzzing and it was good to see
everyone preparing to enjoy themselves. Stalls were
being erected; the café was at full steam; the BarBQ

was getting going; St John !s Ambulance were geared
up as well as TWBC % Team! headed by Sue Latham.
There were plenty of loos and additional litter bins and
already people were arriving to grab their %our de
France ! pitch for the day. It was a happy vibrant scene
within Dunorlan Park. People coming to the park had

the opportunity to both see the cavalcade and race in

%eal life | as it passed along Pembury Road  andhat
was happening before and after on the big screen, so |

think that possibly Richard G !s concerns about %irtual
reality ! taking over are unfounded - what we had
seemed to be quite a good balance between
traditional ways and technological ways - neither of
which we can do without.
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Dog Walkers and friends and
colleagues saying thankyou and
goodbye to Mike Pelling and
wishing him a happy retirement
- but all of us hoping to see him
around the park enjoyingitas a
visitor soon ! Mike is now an
Honorary Member of the
Friends.

THE LIME AVENUE ALONG BAYHALL ROAD

Some of you may have noticed the dead tree in the avenue and TWBC council have identified that this may
be indication of a wider problem with Honey Fungus (Kretzschmaria deusta). They have had the trees
inspected by Richard Coombs, a specialist and they are expecting a report in the near future.

In the meantime, we asked Philip Clarkson-Webb, our tree specialist, to have a look at the trees and he
reported by email (where would we be without email ?!?!) as follows:

Dear Robin .

Thank you for keeping me in touch. | visited the site today and looked at all twenty trees. The nearly-dead tree
obviously needs to be felled immediately. Another tree showing serious cavities up the trunk is also dangerous,
though I'm not sure how Honey Fungus can be identified without seeing the bootlace mycelium underground.
Any trees showing the fungus Ustulina deusta are also potential hazards. Nearly all these trees appear to be in

excellent health.
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Lime avenues have been afeature of English estates

since the 16th century. There was widespread planting of
them in France to commemorate the end of the Wars of
Religion and Charles Il may have set the fashion in England
for similar reasons. The avenue at Ashridge Park, Herts.,
dates from 1660 and the avenue at Hawstead, Suffolk, is
even earlier. Both avenues survive to this day. In the course
of measuring trees throughout the South East, | have yet to
see an avenue where there are no gaps. Does this seriously
affect their amenity value? The flowers are a valuable
source of honey and many of our plants including crops
rely on bees for pollination. If Honey Fungus is indeed
proved, by the appearance of fruiting bodies, to be
widespread along the avenue, then the public should
certainly be consulted before any irrevocable decisions
are taken on the future of the avenue. | hope to consult
the Arboricultural Association to check on some details.
Philip.

Robin. | have spoken with the Arboricultural Advisory
Service at the Forestry Research Research Centre and the
advice is that the fungus Kretzschmaria deusta (formerly
Ustulina deusta) can be present for many years living off
the sap. He advised that, provided fruit bodies are
confined to one location on the tree and there is no crown
decay, the tree should simply be kept under observation.
Philip.
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GUIDED WALK ON RUSTHALL COMMON WITH STEVE BUDDEN

We were a small group of seven plus our guide Steve
Budden and his trusty companion, Jade, who met at the
war memorial at St Paul !s church in Rusthall on the 9th of
June.

Weather was fine (this summer that means it didn Itrain!)
and we set off past the converted school house and
cemetery through the woods to the rocks overlooking
Happy Valley. These rock formations are really quite
amazing, but in high summer you do not get the full effect

of their form and structure (we are hoping to arrange
another winter prowl round with Steve later this year/early
nextyear). The group agreed not to tackle the 18 century
steps down into the valley on the grounds, mainly, of
advancedyears!!

Steve showed us bits of Rusthall Common which | have
never seen, which is a disgrace really considering | live so
close by and walk the hounds here, including ponds
which have been cleared and which have great crested
newts (endangered species), and areas which they are
working on to improve access. Itwas interesting to hear of
some of the problems Steve has to deal with. It seems one
of the main ones is litter, especially arising from people
picnicking/partying and not taking their rubbish home,
which becomes particularly unpleasant and downright
dangerous when it consists of broken glass.

A very happy and informative walk - THANK YOU
STEVE!

WORK IN PROGRESS - THE MEMORIAL
SUMMERHOUSE ON 16 JULY 2007
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MORE SNIPPETS

TONY EWINS reported that on a recent visit to
Bedgebury Pinetum with Pete Every to look at plants
for Dunorlan, they were chatting about tree/plant
labels for our future Tree/Plant trails in the park. It
was mentioned that the Friends of Bedgebury Pinetum
have a plant label machine and they are happy to
produce labels for other parties.Tony thought that
perhaps the Friends might like to get involved and meet
up with the FOBP to discuss if they would help us with
our labels. We will be discussing the idea at the next
Committee Meeting.

Bound gravel footpaths
the problems ? This recent heavy rain has caused a lot
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. Any progress in sorting out

of damage to paths on gradients, interestingly tho ! not
all sloping paths have been damaged, the one
alongside the boggy area going up towards the Events
Field seems OK - do we know why ??
ORNAMENTAL BALLS on the terrace Three
down and five to go !
- J
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EMAILS THIS TIME (LETTERS SEEM TO BE GOING OUT OF FASHION!)

—

Dear Diana

Reference the discussion regarding dogs in Dunorlan: | am very much
against restrictions, but if some are introduced, some sense of the
time of the day and the time of the year should be incorporated into
rules.

Dear Gordon

Thanks very much for these thoughts,
which | personally agree with in principle.
| shall forward this to Jeff Kempster

~_ for his information.
-H:[/’ best wishes

| hope the upper field can always be unrestricted, but the remainder

Diana
of the Park should not have restrictions before say 10 a.m. neither in
the last hour of the evening. Such restriction might only apply in School
Holidays and summer weekends.
Many thanks,

Regards

Gordon P Blyth Please let me know if anyone knows of

examples where a timed restriction is in
place and works. To add to the thoughts;

/Dear Diana Management of any restrictions | would
expect would involve enforcement and
The answer to Jeff's question is that many seaside towns adopt a no dogs trained staff that, in turn, has a financial
on the beach during the high season but allowing them free access during cost.
the winter. Jeff
I understand his concern that perhaps extra staff could be needed to Dear Gordon
enforce the bye-laws. If restrictions are to be put in place, most people will Quite right, I'd forgotten - that's why
obey them and we have to live with the irresponsible few! | always go to St Ives out of high
.:C season !! (albeit they also have a small
Asking people to do something deemed reasonable is often more successful dog's all the year round beach too !)
that having inspectors with power to issue instant fines. The latter many
people regards as irritating (or worse) and then they do not cooperate. 'Reasonable’, along with ‘common
These are just my ideas! sense' should be our "buzz words" !
Regards
\Gordon <_ Diana
Ve ™ | Sir
Hi Di,
As a long term and impartial
Prompted by the latest newsletter (for which many thanks), a few thoughts on Dogs: resident of the Park, | am
profoundly concerned by the
As a still active member of the model boat club | have spent a good few Sunday mornings this escalation in hostility
year by the 'pond'. Sadly the out of control dogs/owners far outweigh the in control. Last between the dog walkers and
Sunday we saw events ranging from a man throwing his dog bodily into the lake, why | know the litter louts.
not, perhaps to wash it, to a dog cocking its leg on one of the table legs. In between we had
the usual scrap or two and the procession of dogs sniffing our legs and around us as we sat The only solution is to arm
sailing our boats. It doesn't make it any more excusable when the owner informs us, the Park Keepers and to deny
invariably, that the dog is just being friendly. In the past one of our members, kneeling down access to both parties.
to launch a boat, had a dog jump up on his back. Fortunately our man didn't fall in, but it
simply shouldn't happen. Unaccompanied dogs would of
course be welcome, they
The real answer is a two person park patrol picking up people on their bad behaviour. Its not could sit on the seats
going to happen, so | think the answer promulgated is going to be all dogs on leads outside donated to the memory of
certain designated areas. their ancestors and howl to
their hearts content, whilst |
Finally, dog mess can't be equated directly with goose droppings. Dog faeces carry diseases poo uninterrupted on the
that can be easily transmitted to humans, goose droppings don't. paths and dine on the ducks.
Best wishes to yourself and anyone else who remembers me.
Yours Yours
Reynard
Granville (aka JP and MP)
- /
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Contacts

Chairman Ruth Baker Friars Coach House, Matfield, TN12 7LG 722406

Vice Chair Richard Gosling 4 Delves Avenue, TW RN2 5DR 546899

Vice Chair & Events  Norman Collings Peterstone, 5 Sandrock Road, TN2 3PX

& Activities E-mail: sn.collings@dsl.pipex.co.uk 523451

Coordinator

Hon.Sec/ Diana Lamb 70 Woodside Road, Rusthall, TW TN4 8PZ 541875

Newsletter Ed. E-mail: diana.lamb@dha-landscape.co.uk

Treasurer/Membership Robin Christie 12 Camden Hill, TW TN2 4TJ 527662
E-mail: RobinDChristie@aol.com

Committee Member Dr lan Beavis 523007

Newsletter Delivery  Valerie Storey Christmas Cottage, 23B Berkeley Road, TN1 1YR 526404

Coordinator &Committee

Member

Head Gardener Tony Ewins email: tewins.dunorlan@hotmail.co.uk Mobile Number 0777 5561507
Our thanks to Tunbridge Wells Borough Council for their support in

printing and collating this Newsletter
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