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(The Rural Community Council for Kent & Medway)

 One of a network of 38 RCC’s countrywide
« Avregistered charity established in 1923

 We exist to encourage the development of thriving, diverse and
sustainable communities

 We do this by helping communities identify and address their own
needs
And by providing funding advice and other support f or:
o« Community Halls
« Community Led Planning
« Affordable local needs Housing
e Rural Retall
* Rural Transport and Community Rail
 New ideas!



“Research has shown that
transport Iis the biggest
concern for rural
communities and the issue
they most want addressed,
- particularly having

adeqguate transport to
healthcare facilities.”

Former Chairman of the Countryside
Agency, Dr Stuart Burgess Feb 2005.
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Kent Is a Rural County

85% of Kent is Rural

Almost one
fifth of rural
areas in South
East
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Kent Is a Rural County

Kent has the largest rural population of any local
authority in the South East -despite having the sam e rural
area as Hampshire
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Accessibility to Public Transport
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Community Transport
- what Is I1t?

Community buses
Community Car schemes
Wheels To Work

Taxibuses

Taxi Voucher schemes
Dial-a-Ride

Community Rail Partnerships
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Community Buses

“Section 19” &
“Section 22"

Small Bus Permits

Allow non-commercial
organisations to operate
vehicles for “hire or
reward” without the need
for a PSV Licence.

Vehicles can be up to 7m
In length with seats for 9
— 16 passengers.
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Community Buses
Section 19 Permits

 Permits available to
groups concerned with
education, religion,
social welfare,

recreation and other activities of benefit to
the community

e Permits do not allow provision of service to
the general public.
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Community Buses
Section 22 Permits

 Members of the public can be conveyed along
registered routes without pre-booking.

 Normally run where a commercial service
would not be viable.

e Service must be open to the general public
and run to a published timetable.
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Community Car Schemes

* Volunteer drivers may convey up to 8
nassengers at a time on a “not for profit”
nasils.

 Passengers may be charged a fare sufficient
to cover costs.

 Needs an organisational
structure — possibly a paid
administrator.
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Wheels To Work

W2W — Schemes that provide individual
transport solutions

e Loan of a scooter or
bicycle.

« Small grants towards
vehicle repairs/MOT.

e Subsidised driving lessons.

e Contributions to public

transport fares.
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Wheels To Work

Scooter loan the most
common scheme.

6 to 9 months.

Weekly contribution to
maintenance costs.

Compulsory basic
Training.
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Taxibuses

e Licensed taxi used on registered route with
fixed stops.

 Must be run by licensed Hackney Carriage
operators.

e Qualify for rebate on fuel duty, the Bus
Service Operators Grant.
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Taxi Vouchers

Can meet specific transport needs in a given
area or target specific groups.

Allows people to retain choice and control.
Cheap to run.

Only limited by resources available to
scheme.
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Dial-A-Rd=

e Can operate under Section 19 Permits.

e Users must register and pay annual fee to
scheme.

e Journeys pre -booked,
normally at least 48
hours In advance.
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Dial-A-Rak=

* Generally targeted at the elderly and
disabled.
* Vehicles usually wheelchair accessible.

 Normally requires administrator(s).
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What Can You Do?
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R.A.S.P.

(Rural Access to Services Programme)

SEEDA funded, 3 year programme
Supporting Community Shops & Transport

Survey of CT in Kent (report at
www.kentruralnetwork.org.uk )

Database of CT schemes in County.
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R.A.S.P.

(Rural Access to Services Programme)

 Promoting Existing CT schemes

« Small grants to improve sustainability of
existing schemes

* Brokerage Pilot.
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Contact Us

Action Communities  Rural Kent
The Old Granary, Penstock Hall Farm,
Brabourne, Kent TN25 5LL
Tel: 01303 813790 Email: info@ruralkent.org.uk

www.ruralkent.org.uk




